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The Jaw which regulated the trade in cattle was voted down,
by a small majority. It enacted that guarantees given with
animals should not form sufficient ground for rescission of con-
tract unless they were in writing. This was contrary to the
custom in certain cantons, and the law was therefore defeated.

The question of a state bank, which was voted on in February
1897, is one which has been pending ever since the constitutional
amendment of 1891 was passed. A great many, persons then
voted for it, thinking that it would be a mixed bank. The
bank, however, that was proposed was a state bank. The can-
tons were invited to subscribe towards it, but were to have no
part in the administration. The great argument against it was
that a state bank of this kind would be at the mercy of politicians.
It was said that if the law passed, the government could com-
promise the credit of the country at any time, and would, more-
over, be incompetent in a time of crisis. The law was adopted
in the National Council by a small majority, and nearly failed
to pass the Council of States, so many members having stayed
away in order not to have the responsibility of voting. The
authors of the law threatened to make use of the initiative if the
law were not passed. The opposition therefore gave in, in order
to appeal to the referendum, and the result justified their expec-
tations, the law was voted down by a majority of 60,220.

On the 11th of July 1897 two constitutional amendments were
submitted to the people, both of which were accepted. One of these
gave the Confederation the power to legislate on food-stuffs, A
certain uniformity of regulation in the matter of the standard
and purity and control of food sold is very necessary. Some
people were afraid that this would involve protection under the
pretence of hygiene, but the change was not really unpopular,
and so was accepted.                                  *

The other amendment had to do with the regulation of forests.
Those in the mountainous regions were already under the control
of the Confederation. By this amendment all the forests were
placed under the central government.

On 20th Pebruary 1898 a very important voting took place on
the question of the purchase of the railways by the Confedera-
tion. The concessions granted by the government to the private
companies expire on the ist of May 1903, and this is regarded